The Living Word Of God (Hebrews 4:12-13) 
Proposition: Every one of us must come to grips with the truth of the 
Living word of God, by acknowledging the three realities we find in 
these two verses. 

I. The Authority of the Living Word of God (Vs. 12) 

A. An Authoritative Conception (Vs. 12a) 

B. An Authoritative Comparison (Vs. 12d) 

II. The Activity of the Living Word of God (Vs. 12) 

A. A Productive Activity (Vs. 12b) 

B. A Powerful Activity (Vs. 12c) 

III. The Ability of the Living Word of God (Vs. 12-13) 

A. A Dividing Ability (Vs. 12d) 

B. A Discerning Ability (Vs. 12e) 

C. A Detecting Ability (Vs. 13) 
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1) ... John 10, was immediately struck by its trutli and gave his heart and 
live to Jesus Christ! The Bible that you hold in your lap is a living bible. 
You may not have a Living Translation Bible, but if you have a 
translation of the Holy scriptures, you have a living Bible! There is no 
place for that living book in the grave of the dead! Every one of us 
must come to grips with the truth of the Living word of God, by 
acknowledging the three realities we find in these two verses. 

2) Psalms 119:89 For ever, LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. Isaiah 
40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever. 1 Peter 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 2 
Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in... 

3) 2 Peter 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

4) A mirror to show us ourselves as we are and may be (James 1:23-25). A 
laver to wash away our sin and defilement (Eph. 5:25). A lamp and 
light to guide us in the right way (Psa. 119:105). As milk, bread, strong 
meat, and honey, affording sustenance and satisfaction to the believer 
at all stages of spiritual development (Heb. 5:12-14, Psa. 19:10). As 
fine gold to enrich us with heavenly treasure (Psa. 19:10). As seed to 
begat souls in God's image and to plant harvest fields for God (Matt. 
13, James 1:18, 1 Pet. 1:23). As rain which produces life and fruit (Isa. 
55:10-11). As a fire which burns away the chaff and which ignites us to 
action (Jer. 23:29). As water whereby we are washed and cleansed 
(Eph. 5:26). 

5) ...slices our selfrightiousness, and wounds our rebellion. "A missionary 
gave a Bible to a non-Christian Chinese man. Soon he returned and 
said, "Every time I read it, it kicks me." 


1) ...in that individual to either condemn, convict, convert or 
confirm them. It is active. 


2) ...all the potential to actively produce life within it's self. But will 
not if laid dormant on a shelf. The seed of the word of God must 
be implanted into the human heart for activity to begin. 


3) 1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without 
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you 
that believe. •- 


4) ...us, but the Word of God is powerful! It changes us!" 
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1) ...a temporary external affect, that's not what is happeneing in 
our text. Notice the ability of the Living Word of God I 

2) ...in several passages of scripture. First, we read in Matthew 9:4, 
"And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil 
in your hearts?" Also, Matthew 12:25, "And Jesus knew their 
thoughts, and said unto thenn. Every kingdonn divided against 
itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand:" Also in Matthew 22:18 we read, 
"But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said. Why tempt ye 
me, ye hypocrites?" Finally in Luke 6:8 we read, "But he knew 
their thoughts, and said to the man which had the withered 
hand. Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose and 
stood forth." The Living Word of God likewise penetrates the 
hearts of those giving ear to it. 

3) ...with the word of God, he is comforted with the truth of who 
God is and what he demands and we see clearly who we really 
are. Nothing is hidden! Account must be given! 

4) F.W. Boreham tells the story of Edwin Rushworth, who had been 
a skeptic for many years. One day he resolved to read for an 
hour a day the book (Bible) he had so long derided. After a the 
first week of reading he looked up at his wife and said, "Wife, if 
this book is right, we are all wrong." After the second week he 
said, "Wife, if this book is right, we are lost!" A few nights later 
he said, "Wife, if this book is right, we may be saved!" The Word 
of God has penetrated his heart. Thank God for the penetrating 
power of the Word of God. 


